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Message from our Chairman

Great Lake Race

We are especially pleased to welcome 28
households who have become new members of the
Friends very recently, as well as those of you who
have renewed your membership. We really do
appreciate your support and hope that some of you
will join in by helping us in various ways. There are
lots of opportunities - we really do need you, even if
you only can help occasionally, as we are only a
small team! See back page…
It was great that so many people took the trouble to
make special boats for the Great Lake Race
recently. They came in all shapes and sizes and we
all had an amazing afternoon, even the weather held
Storm Katie threatened to scupper the event, but by
fine for us.
Charles Novis
lunchtime on Easter Monday, skies were blue and
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * conditions perfect. Hundreds crowded the banks of
the lake to watch seventy-six craft, of all shapes and
Website
sizes, set out on the 4th annual race across the lake
on Easter Monday. Due to the windy conditions,
many hid for shelter against the southern bank, but
after some help, most set off for the other bank and,
after tacking back and forth, many eventually made it
to the other side.
Congratulations to the winners: 1st and 2nd prizes
went to the Williams family, with 3rd prize going to
Charlie Garlick. Daisy Bassett won the prize for the
best design and a special prize for the smallest boat
went to Annalise Sparks – whose little boat skimmed
Some of you may have seen that our website has across the lake at great speed, just proving that size
been updated. Our thanks to both Scott for setting it does not always matter!
up originally and to Charles for his additional work.
We always welcome articles, comments or
suggestions, as well as photographs.

************************

Dates for your diaries
Our events for this year include:
Jazz in the Park: Saturday July 16th 4.30pm
Bark in the Park: Saturday September 17th
AGM & Speaker Jim Buttress ex-Royal Parks:
Thursday September 29th 7.45pm
Carols in the Park: Saturday December 17th
We hope that you will join us - watch for further
details coming soon!

************************

Photography Competition 2016

Waitrose Community Matters Fund
Thank you to Waitrose and everyone who helped by
putting their green discs in the FoLM box. We are
delighted to hear that you raised £343 for us.

Our annual photo competition is now well underway!
Anyone can take part, both adults and juniors, and
with the cash prizes amounting to several hundreds
of pounds made available through the kind
sponsorship of Billericay Round Table, Billericay
Rotary Club, Billericay Mayflower Rotary Club and
Billericay Lions, it really is worth a go! The closing
date is midnight on August 31st. The rules and entry
forms can be found on our website or by contacting
our secretary on: secretary@lakemeadows.org.uk
We are hoping for lots of entries from all age groups!
So come on everyone, take your phone or camera
with you next time you are in the park and get
snapping!

************************

Stella Thomas,
from our local
Waitrose store,
who organises
the monthly
scheme, is seen
here presenting
Rosie with the
cheque!
We shall be discussing how best to spend it and will
let you know soon. We are always open to ideas!

************************

Pitch & Putt
Some of you may be aware that the decision has
been made by Basildon Council to close the Pitch &
Putt course. A very limited number of people have
played in recent years and it was felt that by opening
up this large area of parkland, many more people
would be able to enjoy this area. Some areas of the
grass will be allowed to grow long and wildflowers
will be encouraged, thus improving the natural
habitat for insects and butterflies.

We hear that plans are in hand to refurbish the
Crazy Golf course, which is long overdue. This has
Make sure that you put Saturday July 16th in your always been well used by families visiting the park.
diaries now. We have the best line up of players yet,
with both professional and amateur musicians * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
playing and singing together to make it another great
Trees
evening of jazz and well-loved music. Bring your own
picnic, with chairs or rugs and enjoy a variety of Many of you will have noticed that a number of trees
music on a summer’s evening by the lake. And all for have been felled in the park and new ones planted.
free!
As part of the planned management of the park,
dead trees, as well as scrub hollies, have been
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * some
cleared, as have the leylandii at the Hillhouse gate,
Essex Life
which were becoming a safety hazard. The other row
Fame at last! If you have not seen the April Edition of of leylandii were originally put in to protect people
from straying golf balls, but are no longer needed
Essex Life Magazine, then
now the pitch & putt is to close.
do hurry down to your
newsagents to get a copy
– or look in the library!

Jazz in the Park

At short notice, some
weeks ago, our secretary
was asked to show a
journalist around the park.
She was very impressed
with all we have achieved
and, as a result, she has
written a brilliant article all
about the park and the
work of the Friends,
including some lovely photographs. ENJOY!

Thanks to the generosity of Bennett’s Funeral
Directors, who celebrate their 125th year in business
this year, some 40 cherry trees of different types
have been planted in the park in various locations.
The Friends have also planted five trees recently.
We look forward to enjoying them all as they grow.

************************

Flower Meadow

Information Centre

The Friends helped, during February, to clear all the
old plants from last year’s flower meadow. The
ground will be rotovated and new seeds planted
soon and a fence is being planned around the area
to keep out the geese who enjoy eating the seeds!

This summer, we plan to open our Information
Centre on regular days. Thanks to our volunteers, it
will definitely be open on Monday mornings and
some weeks on a Thursday or Friday morning too.
We should like to open sometimes at weekends, but
no one has yet offered to help.

************************

There is lots of information about the history of the
park and our projects. Storybooks about the Wizard
& Dragon are for sale and our ever-popular tree
maps are available, with 40 identified trees to
discover as you walk around the park.

Gardening

Watch our website for Opening Times, which will
also be posted on the Information Centre door.

Now why should anyone need
to put a gate in the
rhododendron fence? And a
very smart one at that! Our
gardeners help to weed this
area and had found the fence
just too high to negotiate!

If a few more people could offer to join our team of
helpers, just to be at the hut for a couple of hours
every week or so, it would be great. Please contact
Rosie on: 07843 860 135 or drop an email to her on
secretary@lakemeadows.org.uk.

************************

The keen eyed amongst you
may have noticed how busy
the gardeners have been in
recent weeks, with lots of new
plants already settling into the beds. The raised bed
will be planted in May and plans are in hand to
improve the main entrance to the park with flower
tubs. Watch the space!

Garden of the Child in the Park

************************

The bulbs in the garden have looked a picture this
year and there is a carpet of violets in one corner.
Perhaps the garden should be closed every Spring
to prevent them being trampled on?

Children’s Corner
Q. Why does the Easter bunny have
a shiny nose?
A. Because her powder puff is on
the other end.

A good start has been made to refurbishing the
garden around the statue, with the paths all
completed. At the time of going to press, we are
waiting delivery of the plants which should arrive any
day now. We hope that everyone enjoys the new
plants and paths and that little feet will keep to the
new footpaths.

Q. How can you tell a rabbit’s age?
A. Count the grey hares.
Q. What is a good way to catch the Easter bunny?
A. Make noises like a carrot!
Children - Take a
photo of the park and
ask your mum or dad to
help you send it in to
our
photography
competition. You might
win a lot of money!

************************
Our Spring & Summer Challenge
Can you help us? Hundreds and hundreds of people
enjoy using the park every week and, although they
tell us we have made a difference, they have not
joined us … YET! We challenge each of you to find
just one new member! That way, we should be able
to double our numbers in the next few months!

************************

You can take a photo of Learning to Rethink Parks
anything in the park, but you must fill in a form and
read the rules which are on our website: A report that brings together the insights and lessons
of new ways to fund public parks. See more at:
www.lakemeadows.org.uk
http://www.nesta.org.uk/publications/learningThe competition is open until the end of August
rethink-parks

Ecology Matters

Community Room and Party Hut

Lake Meadows is a haven for wildlife with a huge
variety of birds, insects and mammals to be found!

The building next door to the café is available for hire
by community groups or for children’s parties. There
are tables and chairs, along with a small kitchen
area. For details of hire, please contact the café
owner by email: ricomaza@hotmail.co.uk or ring him
on 07435 969 348

************************

Helpers needed
The committee would like to give more of you the
opportunity of helping us at the park.
We are a really friendly team, with a growing number
of volunteers, of all ages, but, of course, we all have
other commitments as well.
So if you could help by offering just a little of your
Apart from our ‘regular’ birds and wildfowl such as time, then things can be shared and we can continue
Tufted Ducks (see above), Canada Geese, Mallards, all the good work that we are told we do!
Moorhens and Great Crested Grebes, rarer birds
such as Goosander have been spotted on the lake.
Even a Treecreeper has been seen climbing up one
of the Giant Redwood trees and a tiny Goldcrest in
the Walnut trees!
In recognition of the importance of the park for
wildlife, a special Ecology Sub-group of our
Committee has been set up to look at ways of
promoting and enhancing wildlife habitats, in
conjunction with Basildon Council.
Whether you can spare a couple of hours once a
week, or just an hour occasionally, we can find
Future projects will include carrying out woodland
something for you to enjoy.
management, encouraging sections of ‘bankside’
vegetation to develop, allowing some areas of grass You might like to …
to grow longer (for example on the sluice bank), and
 Help on working parties
the provision of a reed bed at the end of the lake by
 Help at events
the boathouse. In addition, we are planning to put up
 Help with gardening
bird and bat boxes and even build a ‘hibernaculum’
 Help man the Information Centre
in the woodland to encourage amphibians and
 Join the committee
reptiles such as lizards and slow worms!
 Join one of
our small sub-groups:
There are well over 40 species of trees in the park,
Communications,
Finance,
Membership,
many of them planted by former park keeper Reg
Ecology/Wildlife, Education or Event planning
King. These have been labelled and a ‘tree trail’ has
 Share your ideas and expertise
been developed with an accompanying leaflet, which
is available from our Information Centre.
If you would like to know more, please contact us
As mentioned on page 3, we are very pleased to say and we’ll be pleased to chat to you.
that the hugely successful flower meadow will be
planted again this year, which apart from looking We look forward to hearing from you! Ring now!
stunning, will help to attract a variety of pollinating 07843 860 135 (answerphone) and we’ll call you
back, or drop an email to us:
bees, insects and butterflies.
secretary@lakemeadows.org.uk
If you have a particular interest in wildlife, or have
any ideas for promoting wildlife in the park, we would * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
be very pleased to hear from you! Contact us soon!

Congratulations

to Her Majesty the Queen on her 90th
birthday on April 21st.

************************ *****************

