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Chairman’s Comments

Spring has arrived at the park!

Although February was a difficult month for us all,
with the loss of the statue, we have come through
and are feeling positive about the future. We hope to
bring you an idea soon of what we have in mind to fill
the space on the empty plinth.
Now that Spring is here, the park is starting to look
lovely and visitors are enjoying the sunshine. The
committee have been working on several new
projects over the winter and these will be developed
in coming months. We have lots of events coming
soon, which we hope you will enjoy.

**********************
Statue of the Child in the Park
As many of you will have heard by now, it was with
great sadness that the Friends learnt of the theft of
our beautiful bronze statue from the park on
Valentine’s night. Many, many people expressed
their sadness through messages to us or on
Facebook, as well as telling us how much they and
their young children or grandchildren had enjoyed
the statue over the years. The contemptible thugs
who took it have no idea how much sadness they
caused, and all for the sake of a couple of hundred
pounds, at most.
Our sculptor, John Doubleday, is determined that we
shall not be beaten. and hopes to create something
new that will give ‘the gift’ back to the children.
Discussions are, of course, at an early stage yet,
before any decisions can be made by all parties. We
shall keep you informed, but it could, however, be a
year or so before any work can be completed.

Thanks to the hard work of our gardeners and a few
handfuls of magic growing formula, the polyanthus in
the raised bed have looked an absolute picture
recently. Hopefully they will keep flowering until May
when we replace them with geraniums.
The purple crocuses, donated by the Rotary Club of
Billericay Mayflower, bloomed last month on the
bank by the swimming pool. Daffodils and blue
chionodoxa bulbs have welcomed the warmer days,
and tulips are peeping through the polyanthus in the
new flower boxes by the main entrance.

**********************
Great Lake Race
The popular race for home-made boats will take
place on Sunday May 14th at 2pm this year, with
registration from 1.30pm. The date had to be
changed due to another event taking place in the
town, which we did not wish to affect by drawing the
crowds away! So start planning now and make your
boat over the Easter holidays. The rules and entry
form are on our website or can be obtained from our
Secretary. Good prizes for the winners!

Our thanks to all those of you who have kindly
donated to the appeal fund already. Funding is
coming in steadily and a major donation was
received from the Town Council, which included the
collection from the Civic Service early in March.
Dizzy Ducks Nurseries have also taken a collection. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Further donations are always welcome, either Mayflower Morris Men will perform their
directly to the secretary or by giving on-line at Mummers’ play St. George and The Dragon on
http://www.goldengiving.com/wall/friends-of-lakeSaturday 22nd April at 11.00 a.m. and 1.45 p.m.
meadows - see the front page of our website.
on the corner of Billericay High St. and St. Edith’s
Lane and will also be in the park on July 8th.

**********************

Garden of the Child

Bird Identification Board

The garden underwent a refurbishment last year, but
the long summer drought and the trampling of many
little feet, has left much work for our gardeners to do.
The garden will be closed, whilst the work on the end
of the lake continues, but this may be just what is
needed, as the new plants need to establish. The
recent crocuses, and now the violets and scillas, can
still be seen from the fence.

Members of the Ecology group have spent the last
month fine-tuning an interpretation board for the
lakeside, which identifies the main birds that live on
and visit the lake. The board should be ready in the
next six weeks, when it will be placed inside the
fence near to the present duck station. The board
has been funded with money from the grant we
received from Greggs the bakers.

The gardeners have plans to develop the area in the
near future, with a number of pieces of rock,
enhanced with a variety of grasses and a few
The booklet about the park’s history is about to go to perennials. The RHS at Hyde Hall have been
print. We hope that everyone will find it interesting. particularly helpful in providing advice and
suggestions to complete the scheme. We really
Available soon at the Information Centre.
appreciate the help we have been given and value
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * the partnership we have now developed with them.

**********************
The History of the Park

Coming events
Different events that appeal to different age groups
are run each year. Last year we trialled some
smaller events, which seemed to be welcomed.
Please do join us at one of these coming events and
invite family, friends and neighbours to come along
too.
Coffee mornings with informal talks will be held
again this year on the following dates at the
Community Hut, next to the café. Everyone
welcome. Members do bring a friend!
Wednesday April 26th, Monday May 29th and
Wednesday June 28th All 10.30am – 12 noon.
No need to book, just turn up.
'An Introduction to the Birds of Lake Meadows'
A guided early morning walk & talk is planned for
Saturday May 27th at 7am when Neil Sumner will
help us to identify birds in the park. Please book.

**********************
Parkrun coming to Lake Meadows
Billericay is now
within
touching
distance of having
its very own parkrun
event here at Lake
Meadows. Providing
free, weekly, timed
5km runs catering
for participants of
all ages
and
abilities, it will take
place each and on
Saturday mornings
between 9 and 10am. Whilst there are a few
preparations still to complete, all being well the runs
will be underway in the summer. Keep an eye out
for further details.

Tree Walk: On Thursday June 22nd 7.30pm Rosie For those of you concerned that our park is being
will again tell us about some of the beautiful trees in ‘taken over’ by yet another commercial group, please
the park, as we go on a guided tour. Please book.
be reassured that those organising this are all
volunteers and are going to great lengths to make
Booking essential for these two events - on line or sure that the event does not cause problems for
call at our Information Office or ring 07843 860 135 if other park users, as well as adding something back
you would like a place. Members are free, non- to the park and to the Friends. Our chairman and
members £2 a head. First come, first served.
secretary met recently with the organisers. Editor
Other events being planned, details next time.

**********************
Information Centre
Our Information Centre will open again at Easter, or
earlier if the weather is fine. Our team of helpers will
be there every Monday, Wednesday and Friday
mornings, other days occasionally, including some
Saturdays, usually between about 10am and noon. If
you can spare an hour or two, once or twice a
month, then think about joining us, you will always
be with someone else and we know you will enjoy it!
Call Rosie on 07843 860 135 for details.

**********************
Future dates for your diary
Sunday May 14th 2pm Great Lake Race
Thursday June 22nd 7.30pm Guided Tree Walk
Saturday July 8th 4pm Jazz in the Park
Saturday September 16th 11am Bark in the Park
Saturday December 16th 4pm Carols in the Park
Details of all these events are on our website and
the park noticeboards.

**********************

Co-op Community Local Fund

Inner Wheel Roses

We look forward to hearing what the final amount will
be that we shall receive from this fund, when our
funding period comes to an end. The money will be
spent on improving the end of the lake, including
landscaping and an interpretation board. Our thanks
to Co-op shoppers for supporting FoLM.

**********************
Poem plaque
Many of you were concerned that the poem plaque
may also have been stolen, but no! Your chairman
has turned his hand to wood carving and it has now
been reinstalled on the new piece of oak near the
flower meadow, as the old stump was rotten.

**********************
Working Parties
We‘d like to
thank
all
those who
turned out
to help with
the Spring
Clean of the
park
held
last month.

Recently, the local
District Inner Wheel
kindly offered to
donate some new
roses to the park.
Our gardeners, with
the help of Richard,
the park groundsman, created a new
bed in the gardens
area and the new roses were officially planted on
March 7th by Inner Wheel District Chairman Janet
Larkey, assisted by the Mayor of Basildon and our
chairman. We hope soon to be enjoying the new
perfumed pink roses, called ‘Inner Wheel Forever’.

**********************
What to look for in the park in Spring
As days lengthen and Spring bursts into life, birds
defend their territories, pairing up and building nests,
with long-tailed tits being amongst the earliest
nesters. Watch for mating grebes on the lake in their
stately ritual dance.

As a result,
all
the
noticeboards and signposts have been cleaned, as
well as some of the fences too. Fallen wood was
collected up and the rhododendrons were weeded.
Our next working parties are at 9:30am on:
Saturday April 22nd and Saturday May 20th
We really do need more helpers for this. Please join
us in helping to keep the park looking good.

**********************
Children’s Corner
Over the Easter holidays, you will
have lots of time to make your
boat ready for the boat race. So
get sticking! Remind Mum & Dad,
or
get
your
grandparents
involved in helping you. Prizes
for the winners of the race!

Dandelions, celandines and a few early daisies are
the first flowers to bloom, providing a rich source of
nectar for early bumblebees. Familiar male catkins,
or lambs’ tails, appear on the hazel, but look out too,
for the tiny, red female flowers and for early
butterflies flitting in the gardens.

**********************
Volunteers

We have been delighted to welcome some new
volunteers recently. We have a new Treasurer in
Susan Hodson, new helpers in the Information
Centre and Alan, our new gardener. All help to make
Q. Why didn’t the sailors play cards?
our work at the park easier, whilst themselves
A. Because the captain was standing on the deck.
enjoying meeting new people. If you have ever
Q. Why did the admiral decide against buying a new thought of helping us, then do pluck up courage and
make contact with us. We try to find things that you
hat? A. He was afraid of cap sizing.
can do, whatever your interest. We are really quite a
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * friendly crowd. So, don’t delay … volunteer today!
Q. Where does a boat go when it’s poorly?
A. To the dock!

End of the Lake Project

If you have been in the park recently you will have
seen that major work is taking place at the top end
of the lake. A large earth-moving machine recently
cleared the lake bed of silt, which will now take a
couple of months to drain, before stage two starts.
This will involve levelling the soil and ensuring it is
safe, before the Friends landscape the area and
plant a new reed bed. Which is your opportunity to
help, especially if you have some waders or enjoy
getting a bit muddy!
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This work has been waiting to be done for some
years, and we are pleased that at last this end of the
lake will be improved. The partnership between the
Friends and our Parks team has been excellent this
year in working together to achieve so much. We are * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
fortunate to have the chance to work with them and Photo Competition
thank them for all that they do, especially as budgets
Entries
have
dwindle annually.
started to come
for this year’s
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * in
competition, so
Funding for Parks
do start thinking
taking
The UK’s cash-starved parks are at a tipping point of about
some
photos
decline, a cross-party inquiry of MPs has found, with
They
the huge benefits that flow from green spaces now at yourself.
be
of
the point of being lost and severe impacts expected can
for park-goers’ health, community cohesion and the anything at all in
the park, but, of course, the unusual shots, rather
environment.
than the more obvious ones, are more likely to catch
The nation’s parks are highly valued by their regular the judges’ eyes.
users, but funding has plummeted in recent years as
local authority budgets have been slashed by over Photos must be taken this year but can be taken on
92%, with an overall 27% budget cut in real terms any device. Closing date is August 31st. Rules and
since 2010-11.
entry form on the website:
The report said that the work of volunteers was www.lakemeadows.org.uk
important in maintaining parks but “it would be unfair
and short-sighted to lay responsibility for resolving * * * * * * * * * * * *
the challenges parks face wholly at their doors”.
And finally …
“It is vital the government now takes urgent action to
ensure councils around the country have sufficient
resources to protect and maintain our local parks
and outdoor space. If not, we risk losing them for
future generations.”
Campaigns’ director at 38 Degrees

**********

We hope that you enjoy the Spring and early
Summer months in the park., when it is looking at its
best. Do come and visit us at our Information Centre
soon. And tell your friends and neighbours about
what a wonderful job we do and, if possible,
persuade them to become members!

