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Chairman’s Comments

New Grasses area

It has been great to receive so many ongoing
comments about how lovely the park has been
looking this summer. It seems to have taken a long
time for the other new projects to come to fruition,
but by the time many of you read this newsletter, we
should have the new grasses area planted and it will
not be long before the statue is back in its rightful
place. My particular thanks for all the help members
of the committee and the gardeners have given this
past six weeks to keep our work at the park going,
whilst Rosie & I have been indisposed.

A new area, near the old
duck feeding station, is near
to being completed in the
first week of July. A variety
of ornamental grasses form
the main feature, with a few
perennials to add colour.
We hope that by next
summer these will be wellestablished and will blend
with the natural lakeside areas. To complete the
project a new water-bird interpretation board is ready
to be erected in the next week or so.

**********************
Statue of the Child in the Park

Our thanks to the parks’ team for preparing the
ground and supplying the rocks and pebbles. The
Friends ordered over 130 plants from Knoll
Gardens, a specialist nursery in Dorset, following
expert planting advice from them and the RHS at
Hyde Hall, whose help has been greatly appreciated.
The whole project has been funded by a grant from
Greggs Foundation Environmental Fund, which has
Our gardeners will be tidying up the Garden of the enabled us to complete the first part of the
Child and also, in time, adding new plants and refurbishment of the lake.
additional fencing to keep children to the paths.
Water has always been a major problem in this area, * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Love Parks Week
but it is hoped that a new water supply can be
installed nearby, funding permitting.
this year runs from July
14th to 23rd. It is an
**********************
opportunity to show just
how much our country
The Jewel in the Crown – the Story of
loves parks. Email or
Lake Meadows
write to us to tell us why
Our new booklet about the
you love Lake Meadows
park’s history is now on sale
and you may feature in
at our Information Centre,
our next edition, as well as winning a bottle of
price £5.00. Call in any
bubbly! We certainly have a lot to celebrate.
Monday, Wed or Friday
morning or some Saturdays
**********************
and our lovely ladies (or
Jazz in the Park
gentleman!) will be pleased
Join us next Saturday, July 8th, for our annual music
to sell you one. We hope
event by the lake. Bring a picnic and chairs and
that everyone will find it
enjoy relaxed music from a wide range of
interesting.
Any
other
performers. The fun starts at 4pm and continues until
information or comments
about the history of the park, that you may have, are about 7.15pm or so. The weather looks as if it should
be good, so fingers crossed everyone.
always welcome.
To everyone’s amazement, on May 5th, the statue of
the Child in the Park was found in Brentwood.
Luckily the damage to it was not major and once
repair work has been completed and work done on
the plinth to take the new fixing, we are hoping that
the statue will ‘come home’ at the end of July or
early August.

Other events

Parkrun at Lake Meadows

Due to health reasons, we were sorry to have to
postpone both the recent Tree Walk and coffee
mornings but we hope these will be rescheduled
later in the year. Watch the website for details.

**********************
Co-op Community Local Fund
We were very pleased to hear last month that we
had received over £6,334 from the Co-op
Community Local Fund. Our thanks to local Co-op
organisers for choosing our charity and for the many
Co-op members who helped achieve such a great
total. The money will be used for improving the
north-east corner of the lake. Grading of the silt and
soil taken has been done during the past few days.
Fencing will soon be installed, followed by members
of our team planting a new reed bed. Then
regressing and landscaping with new trees and
shrubs will take place in early autumn, when we shall
also add another interpretation board for this end of
the lake.

**********************
Great Lake Race

In the last newsletter, the impending launch of a
Billericay parkrun at Lake Meadows was mentioned.
Parkrun provide free, timed, 5k events for all
standards, ages and abilities.
On Saturday June 24th, the event's inaugural event
took place. 258 participants walked, jogged or ran
the 3.8 lap course, assisted by a superb group of
marshals and other volunteers. There was a lovely
family atmosphere on the day and plenty of chat and
post-run cuppas at the cafe. The event takes place
every Saturday morning starting at 09:00 with the
pre-event briefing at 08:45.
For more details of how to get involved, and to see
photos, go to www.parkrun.org.uk/billericay or visit
the Billericay parkrun Facebook page. Volunteering
at parkrun is also great fun and doesn't involve any
long-term commitments. For more info email
billericayhelpers@parkrun.com. Do look out for the
event on Saturday mornings & why not give it a go?

**********************
Membership
Thirty-five boats took to the water on May 15th for the
5th Annual Great Lake Race at the park. The winner
this year was Dylon Wright, whose catamaran sped
across the water to take first place. Second place
went to Thomas Overton with his bright yellow speed
boat and in third place was young Elsa Reason. A
good time was had by all!

**********************
Future dates for your diary
Saturday July 8th 4.00- 7.15pm Jazz in the Park
Tuesday August 15th 7.30pm Bat Talk & Walk
Saturday September 16th 11am Bark in the Park
Thursday September 28th 7.45pm AGM & speaker
Saturday December 16th 4pm Carols in the Park
Details of all these events will be on our website and
the park noticeboards soon.

**********************

Our membership continues to steadily rise, with
currently about 260 households who have joined up.
This is great, however, potentially there are a lot
more people in Billericay who might be persuaded to
join. If you can encourage any friends or neighbours
to join that would be great. Tell them they don’t need
to do any work, unless they wish to. So many people
say what a lot we have done to improve the park and
their support through FoLM membership will show
the Council and funders that we have their support.
Forms on line or from the Information Hut.

**********************
Bat Talk & Walk
A repeat of our popular evening held last year, with
bat expert Peter Claughton! Tuesday August 15th at
7.30pm at the Community Hut by the café.
Booking is essential. Free to members, £2 per
person for non-members. Book on line at
www.lakemeadows.org.uk or ring 07843 860 135.

Children’s Corner

Water Bird Word Search

Q. At what time does a duck
wake up?
A. At the quack of dawn.
Q. What do you call a cat that
swallows a duck?
A. A duck-filled-fatty-pus
Q. If you have two ducks in front of two ducks and
two ducks behind two ducks and two ducks between
two ducks, how many ducks do you have?
Can you find our most frequently seen water birds at
A. Four.
Lake Meadows? There are a few red herrings to
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * keep you guessing. Correct answers will be on our
new interpretation board by the new grasses area!

The Birds of Lake Meadows

**********************
Photo Competition
One early morning in late May, Neil Sumner, a local
bird specialist and member of Essex Wildlife Trust,
met up with a small group of our members to help
them spot different birds in the park. Feedback was
excellent and everybody said how interesting it was
and how knowledgeable Neil is. We plan to repeat
the event next Spring.

**********************

Don’t forget our photo competition. There are plenty
of different unusual shots you can take at the park,
so get snapping and send your entries soon. Closing
date is August 31st. Rules and entry form on the
website: www.lakemeadows.org.uk really good cash
prizes for the winners of both adult and Junior
classes.

**********************
Working Parties

In May we had an amazing group turn out to help
with cutting back the hedge near the Hillhouse
In summer, days are warmer and the sun rises early entrance – a great job well-done! Others removed
and sets late. There are many things in the park to the old pitch and putt tees, whilst committee
discover and appreciate.
members had a practice run of putting up the new
marquee.
By day, you may
spot young crested June’s working party was low in numbers, probably
grebes riding on due to holidays. However, the Green family nobly
their parent’s back weeded the fence line of the rhododendrons, whilst
or perhaps see the the dragon was repaired, ready for its repainting.
occasional butterfly
is at 9:30am on
in the nettles in the Our next working party
th
Saturday
July
15
.
We
really do need more
conservation area.
helpers, so please think if you could spare an hour or
On a late summer evening, as darkness falls, you two to help us with current jobs at the park.
can listen to the night-time sounds, many of which
you have probably never heard before. You might * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
hear the distant bark of a fox or even the crunching
of the small jaws of caterpillars! You will hear the And finally …
passing of birds, high overhead, perhaps the hoot of The flower meadow has been reseeded recently, so
an owl or the cackle of a woodpecker. Certainly, you it is hoped it will be in flower by August or
September, if the weather allows germination soon.
will see bats swooping over the lake, catching flies.

What to look for in the park in Summer

